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Abstract:  
This presentation examines the role of the large pharmaceutical industry in 
globalizing the patenting of pharmaceutical technology. 
 
 
Peter Drahos is a Professor in the Law Program at the Research School of 
Social Sciences, Australian National University (ANU).  He is Director of the 
Centre for Competition and Consumer Policy that is part of the Regulatory 
Institutions Network at the ANU and on the Board of Directors of the Foundation 
for Effective Markets & Governance.   
 
His former positions include Herchel Smith Senior Research Fellow in Intellectual 
Property at the Centre for Commercial Law Studies, Queen Mary College, 
University of London and officer of the Australian Commonwealth Attorney-
General's Department. He holds degrees in law, politics and philosophy and is 
admitted as a barrister and solicitor.  He has published widely in law and social 
science journals on a variety of topics including contract, legal philosophy, 
telecommunications, intellectual property and international business regulation.  
He has written papers and reports on intellectual property for a number of 
organizations, including the European Commission, the UK Commission on 
Intellectual Property Rights, the Commonwealth Secretariat and Oxfam. 
 
His publications include A Philosophy of Intellectual Property, Dartmouth (1996), 
Global Business Regulation, Cambridge University Press, 2000, (with John 
Braithwaite) and Information Feudalism: Who Controls the Knowledge Economy? 
(with John Braithwaite), Earthscan (2002), New Press (2003) and Oxford 
University Press, (2003). 
 
In 2004 Global Business Regulation was awarded the Grawemeyer Award for 
Ideas Improving World Order.  This award is one of the most prestigious in the 
social science field. 


