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Educating for humane values in the face of ongoing ethnic, national, and/or religious 
conflict is surely one of the great challenges of our time. Many religious traditions 
embrace universal values, but how to maintain those values in the heat of conflict is 
the crux of the educational challenge. The weight of tradition is one such 
maintenance factor, but those same traditions sometimes include texts with flawed 
moral messages from a contemporary point of view (e.g. sexism and ethnocentrism). 
This problem is examined through the case of the Beautiful Captive of war 
(Deuteronomy 21:10-14). A moral dilemma is generated by contradictory ethical 
stands within the Jewish tradition regarding the captive’s rights, between which 
students have to choose. It is the dilemma within the tradition itself which is the 
engine for moral development. This dilemma is explored in the context of a kind of 
religious education which strives for critical commitment to sacred tradition. That 
kind of education is analyzed for its roots in self-persuasion (E. Aronson), moral 
agency in varying social settings (A. Bandura), and an educational philosophy based 
on norms and conscience (T. Green).  Other issues touched on are international 
human rights, the relationship of abstract moral vignettes to real-life situations and 
behavior, and the relationship of religious to moral education.        
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